THE CARDINAL'S  PRIVATE  LIFE
comptroller of finance and every great personage holding
high office, a personal commission on all the sums that he
received. What we call a 'rake-off/ and which we condemn
officially, was then regarded as a rightful perquisite.
Some of these perquisites the Cardinal rightly refused;
for example, 100,000 limes which wTere offered to him by
financiers after the conclusion of a contract with the State,
and 200,000 limes which represented his share of the pro-
ceeds, in his capacity as admiral, on the vessels wrecked in
the Bay of Biscay. His refusal was by no means a gesture
of honest indignation, for, we repeat, he had the right to
accept; and it is likely that in many other circumstances
he did in fact accept. But he had the tact to know to
refuse sometimes, and we can find in similar disclaimers
successful rejoinders to the voice of scandal.
If we have not the exact and complete record of his
revenues, we possess, as we have indicated above, the
minutest statement of his expenditure for one year, and,
expenditure being less than revenue (the fortune which he
left to his heirs proves this abundantly), we can form a
sufficiently clear idea of the sums that passed annually
through his hands.
The register for 1639, drawn up, as a note in manu-
script indicates, to be placed in the record-office of Mon-
seigneur, is divided into twro parts. The first shows, for
each month, the details of all expenses arranged monthly
under six heads:
Ordinary household expenditure.
Increase in the above-mentioned expenditure.
Ordinary expenditure for the Great Stable.
Ordinary expenditure for the Lesser Stable.
Ordinary expenditure for the payment of two companies.
Petty expenses of the month.
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